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Trash to Treasure

Bay State Textiles puts a value
on reduce/recycle

By Helen Graves

If Paul Curry, founder of recyder Bay Stase
Textiles, could pet one messape out o the pub-
B, it would be: Stop throwing old dothes into
the trash!

Ripped T-shirs. hole-in-the-knee jeans, textiles collected; and Masachnsrtes:
wom-out socks, broken-down shoes, mity * Shipping out the nsed textiles for sorting and The extile recyding busines, Curry sys, is
towels, threadbare dheess, smined @hledodths — dissrmination. like the commpdiites marker. He deals with the
Curry wanis them all. Broken zippers don't faxe "We're i the mw materials business,” Carry aps and doems of prices, the highs and lows
him. MNor do last year's styles. mys. “We're collecting it, servicing the boxes, af the U5, dollar, the economies of develop-

Conmary o popular belief, “gently wsed” & bringing it into the warchouse and making g counities and the poteniial for chanpe in
not the mantm of this or most any exile eoy- 1,000-pound bales. Everything is still mixed. the supply-demand milo & moe exiiles are
der. Instead, it's “anything that's dean and dry.” We have oxstomers that will prade the prodsc.” reclaimed.

“The problem that leads people to thoos away - Rather than wory that a ewewile recycling
their dothes is misnformation,” Cuarry says. 5o Leveraging demand bubble coald burs, Carry is focused on gerting
hi:nn:.mlﬁmrh::hang:pmpk‘:putq:ﬁut When Curry was 2 business student studying h:lihmd"ﬂi:mﬂmuﬂdmﬁng
of what can be piven v=. thrown away. “There overseas, be took note of the hope demand for people 0o how w paricipate in the reopding
are mosioarsers all over the wordd for dhis mage- Americana. et
rial,” he mys. “1 started oat in my mid-20s shipping surplos To date, Bay Seate Textiler' trilers can be

Aboust 95 percent of all nsed textiles — 2 @t goods o Japan and they stanted adring me for found in some 50 Masachusetts municipalities
epory that, besides dothing and linens, inchides user] clothing. | thought they were crazy,” Camy "We dom’t push our trmilers, but provide them
stuffed animals, cortzins, poses and bdis — =n =ys. lhe Japanese sught me the business as an opton, Cary sys. “We e a for-prohs, so

ke recycled or repurposed. There were lserlly thousnds of mom-and-pop we re providing some revenue to the town while
What mn't be sold apain 2 & or with minor boutiques all over Japan selling used dothing — swing them money from tipping fees.”
bxing cn be tomed into wiping dochs, insala- lopo T-ghirs, blue jeans, leather fckets, high While sights are set on expanding the oumber

ing and such, or respun into pew Bbers. Even em. In addition, my suppliers were shipping mil- State Textiles, however, may find that is schoal

zippers and bustons are mined for reuse. Bons of pounds of dothing every year and had partnerships are the most valmble arm of the
O the other sde of the ooin, textiles oom- markess in Affic and Soath Ameca ™ business, and not just in income.

prise nexdy 5 percent, or 230,000 tons, of sofid The mg howuses, the busineses thae did the In less than a year, the piloe parinership with

waste in Masachusests, according to a 2011 sorting or “prading,” were fighting for goods the Weymounth Public Schools, honched las

Masachnsetts Department of Environmental becuse of a shorape of materials. Comy did April, neteed G0 tons of textiles — 2 @vings of

Protection stady. According to the federal EPA some reseanch, found 2 fedeml povernment £95 per ton out of the town's disposal costs and

only 15 percent of disarded textiles natioowide sty from the lage 1980s noting tha: hodhlls, a 3100 per ton payment to individual schools.

were recovered For recycling in 20010 not charities, were the typicz] recipients of wed Curry doesn’t sop there with services benefiz-

Enter Cuny and Bay Smie Texles, based eextiles, and put together 2 bosines plhn. Wih ing the town. Last &l he provided a 54,000
in Pembroke, offering solufions in 2 number a parner, Curny launched Bay Siate Textiles in townwide mailing to promote the Weymouth
of ways 2005 to help addres: the materials shomage. schoal textile recycling progam and  spent

* Taking textiles ont of the waste siream, there- Today, Bay Smte Texiles employs six full- £2.500 to help spomsor the schools” sustzinzhle
by swving towns in their per-ton disposl timners and hires three to four temps 2 day during earth day. “To keep things poing, | know [ have
CoES; the busy seasom, whidch i just about every month o pay above the $100,” he sys.

* Paying eowns $100 2 ton for eexiles collected except the ded of winter and the s few weeks Funds mised at the Weymouth schools will po
at transher stions in white traders bearing the of summer, with spikes afier back-fo-schoal toward STEM (science, technology, enginees-
toathy, sanglasees wearing san lopo; shopping and Christmas. ing and math) and ants ensichment, sys Betsy

+ Fducaring with school textile moyding pro- This year, the company & projected to redaim Harris, the schoals” community relagions liaison,
prams that pay each school $100 per ton for approvimately 2 400-phis tons of texiles in The propram has been w0 successful that Mass.
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DEP is writing a case study abouwt it and other
Engaging communities

Diavid Cuinn, regional waste reduction aor-
dhm:hm‘:mnq.hnmﬁyﬁm:
Textiles from its trailers in Cape tander sta-
tions and is in the eady s=ge= of wordding with
the company and interested T0s o Bunch
district-wide proprams like Weymouwth's

“From a regional reducing-our-wasie perspec-
tive, having a progam like this in the schools is
a great way bo st out ey and tech where this
muaterial will end op,” he sys.

Michelle Constanting, Mymouth Public
Schowls’ community engapement liaison, heard
Bay Seate Textiles. Phmouth laundhed its texrile

“It’s a Rbulow: Aindmiser for the sdhoals, the
youngest children @n be immbved, our mardoe:-
maeriaks and promotional plan, and it's 2 buge the Mortgag
bm:E:mﬂtm'Emmimny:. ﬂ'IE'EI'pt-IEI'I'E'I ?
“When it will really gt saccesshal is when the B repeat i

busineses jump in,” she adds, “when restaumnes
domate linens they can't use anymare, dry dean-

ers, different oompanies drive by 2 schoal and Wa'llggty
drop off old textiles. Businesses want to soppor

the schaok the best they can, and this is an easy be. Ask ab
way to do it”

Tl::ilhh:pi:hﬂwiﬂ::d:nnhbepnnﬂlm
d:chuFun‘muﬂ:mh:tnanny:bmt
boosting the tonnape in its textile recpding.

°l mid, "Bring in all these people, 1 want o Call B0-5642-F7515 or visit firstcitizens.org = =
have a discusson: the school depariment, the mﬁ
DPW, Mam. DEP, the medin " | sppraird put- I’ F| RST C'T'ZENS’ Federally lncured by NCUA
ting donation baxes in every schoal to make tex- ODERAL CENDIT UMNI Equal Housing Oppartunity
tile recydling convenient for residents. | wouald mmmﬁm MMLS# 402597
schoal $100 a ton,” Cunry explains. “We saried
with 16 boxes in the Weymouth program and
now have 110 donation boves in schoobyards
throoghoue Massdhosetss ™

As exeootive director of the South Shore
Recyding Coopemative, Claire Sullivan is abways
looking for ways that towns an manetize their
trash. Working with Bay Smie Textiles since
its start, she is parbookasdy appreciative of the

Emerson Bearing Boston, providers of bearing ond related
mhmmmmﬂﬂ

company’s contribation o the redoce-and- MR {Maintenance, Repair and merkeés around the globe, recertly snnounced
'E'-'_.ldHEﬂ"- ) ) Enginearing Seminars for companier-located in the greater Bocfon ares. Emerzon Bearing's

hﬂhﬁﬂﬁmiﬂ_lfﬂlﬂiﬂﬁ Enginearing Semirers are held on-site for 8-compeny's employess. A senior field service angi-
:u:hum&wirhd::m Sullivan sys. neer from the factory that Emerson Baering Be psenits will educate staff about bearings
H:und.uﬂ::ld:d:.l:!:]thlﬂ_ﬁluc_tnhni]dup ﬂdﬂmmmmmm srmance condifions such as dirty end
these programs and s peally imvesting a lot of bichazardous environments, extremely hotjcxid temperatures o nents where chemi-

ﬂ:nmﬂb_eiqmlni;ﬁnghis-pmﬁm s, radiati {Fuek ““'_mh'. roke. Emerson ;__ :
e A e o i e et M chients abaut the factors invaived in the smoath operstion of beering: and
to build this up. We're very supportive of him el ana il
berauee he hax proven to be a wery dilizen:e L ) ey

partner. []
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